
Long term planning Foundation stage (Reception 2015-16) 

Please note that this is a rough outline of topics we will adjust this plan in light of the child’s developing interests and more 

detail will be completed in the medium term topic web plans.  

Terms/Dates Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic/Theme All about me 

and Autumn 

 

Ourselves 

Healthy Eating 

Families 

Home and 

community 

Starting school 

stories 

Relationships 

Past and 

present 

Autumn Walk 

 

 

Settling in 

period  

 

Phase 1 letters 

and sounds for 

Celebrations 

and Traditions  

 

Bonfire night 

Halloween 

Remembrance 

Diwalli 

Eid 

Christmas 

Chinese New 

Year 

Multicultural 

Healthy Eating 

Winter 

 

 

SEAL – New 

Beginnings 

 

Letters and 

sounds phase 2 

Storyland 

 

3 Little pigs 

Goldilocks and 

the 3 bears 

Jack and the 

Beanstalk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEAL – Getting 

on and falling 

out 

 

People who 

help us  

 

Staying Safe 

and being 

healthy 

Police  

Firefighters 

Doctors/nurs

es 

Possible visits 

from these 

people 

Spring 

Interviews 

with children  

 

SEAL  - Say 

no to bullying 

Safer 

Stranger 

Plants and 

minibeasts 

 

Plants – Growing 

our own 

plant/vegetables 

Minibeasts – pond 

dipping, minibeast 

hunts 

 (Trip to Tropical 

Wings) 

 

 

 

 

 

SEAL – Going for 

goals  

 

Holidays and 

moving on 

 

Compare and 

contrasting 

seaside to city 

Places around 

the world 

Transport 

Transition into 

Year 1 

Summer 

 

 

 

 

SEAL – good to 

be me 

 



first 3 weeks. 

Start Phase 2 

 

Numbers 1 – 10 

 

Introduce 

LO,Visual 

timetables, 

targets, I can 

tree, show and 

tell. Reading 

books 

 

Role Play 

School  

Home corner 

 

Numbers 10 – 20 

 

 

 

Introduce 

homework, 

traffic lights, 

team points, 

sticker books 

 

 

Role Play 

Post Office 

Café 

Santas Grotto 

 

Letters and 

sounds phase 3 

 

Introduce 

addition and 

subtraction  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Role Play 

3 Little pigs 

construction 

site 

Jack and the 

Beanstalk 

Safer 

buildings  

 

Letters and 

sounds 

phase3/ 4 

 

Addition and 

subtraction 

with number 

sentences 

 

Role Play 

Fire station  

Doctors 

Surgery 

 

Letters and 

sounds phase 3/  

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Role Play 

Minibeast 

explorers lab 

Garden centre 

Letters and 

sounds phase 3/  

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Role Play 

Travel Agents 

Aiport 

 

PSED Separate from 

carer and 

establish 

routines. 

Class/school 

rules. 

Working as part 

of a group. 

Talking partners 

Taking 

turns/sharing 

Circle time 

Working as part 

of a group. 

Talking partners 

Taking 

turns/sharing 

Circle time 

Working as 

part of a 

group. 

Talking 

partners 

Taking 

turns/sharing 

Ideas of other’s 

e.g. team building 

skills and games 

Respect 

Working as part 

of a group 

Talking partners 

Ideas of other’s 

e.g. team 

building skills 

and games 

Working as part 

of a group 

Talking partners 



Observe and 

participate 

Learning to 

share and play 

together. 

Building 

relationships. 

Taking 

turns/sharing 

Personal 

hygiene/safety 

Road safety 

My Family 

Walk around 

the school 

Introduce 

classroom 

Talk about 

birthdays 

I can tree 

Observe and 

participate. 

Building 

relationships 

Cultures and 

beliefs 

Celebrations 

from other 

culture/religions 

Eating Healthy 

Hygiene 

Firework danger 

Observe and 

participate. 

Building 

relationships 

Using resources 

safely 

Expressing 

feelings 

appropriately 

 

Circle time 

Observe and 

participate. 

Building 

relationships 

Belonging 

Building a 

positive self – 

image 

Perseverance 

and 

concentration 

Safer 

Strangers  

Being Safe 

People who 

help us 

Taking turns/ 

sharing 

Circle time 

Observe and 

participate 

Building good 

relationships with 

staff and peers 

Looking at 

different 

cultures and 

beliefs. 

Appreciating 

differences and 

treating others 

with respect. 

Taking turns/ 

sharing 

Circle time 

Sustained 

involvement and 

preserves 

Building good 

relationships 

with staff and 

peers 

Beliefs of other 

religions 

Water and sun 

safety 

PD Gymnastics 

Hall safety for 

ourselves and 

others 

SOW 

Dance 

SOW 

Outside physical 

development 

Ring games 

Healthy eating 

Games 

SOW 

Outside physical 

development 

Healthy eating 

 

Gymnastics 

Hall safety 

for ourselves 

and others 

SOW 

Dance 

SOW 

Outside physical 

development 

Healthy eating 

 

Games 

SOW 

Outside physical 

development 

Healthy eating 

 



Outside 

physical 

development 

Introduce 

climbing frame 

Dressing and 

undressing 

Hygiene 

 

Letter 

formation 

Playdough 

Jigsaws 

Cutting skills 

Painting etc. 

 

 

 

Letter formation 

Playdough 

Jigsaws 

Cutting skills 

Painting etc. 

 

 

Letter 

formation 

Playdough 

Jigsaws 

Cutting skills 

Painting etc. 

 

 

Outside 

physical 

development 

Healthy 

eating 

 

 

Letter 

formation 

Playdough 

Jigsaws 

Cutting skills 

Painting etc. 

 

 

 

Letter formation 

Playdough 

Jigsaws 

Cutting skills 

Painting etc. 

 

 

 

Letter 

formation 

Playdough 

Jigsaws 

Cutting skills 

Painting etc. 

 

Communicatio

n and 

language 

Manners 

Show and tell 

Circle games 

Stories – 

starting school 

stories, 

kipper’s 

birthday party, 

funny bones 

Follow 

instructions 

Manners 

Show and tell 

Circle games 

listening games 

and memory 

games 

Puppet show – 

room on the 

broom 

Stories – Winnie 

the Witch, 

Manners 

Show and tell 

Circle games 

listening games 

and memory 

games 

Stories – 

goldilocks and 

the 3 bears, 

Jack and the 

Manners 

Show and tell 

Circle games 

listening 

games and 

memory games 

Stories – The 

snail and the 

whale (fire 

service) Jolly 

Manners 

Show and tell 

Circle games 

listening games 

and memory 

games 

Stories – What 

the ladybird 

heard, 

Superworm, Very 

hungry 

Manners 

Show and tell 

Circle games 

listening games 

and memory 

games 

Stories –The 

Train ride, The 

wheels on the 

bus, Oh I do 

like to be 



How and why 

questions  

show and tell 

Diwali, Harvest 

poem, Room on 

the broom, 

Nativity 

Non – fiction 

books 

beanstalk, 3 

little pigs 

Favourite 

stories 

Postman. Non 

fiction books 

caterpillar, bad 

tempered 

ladybird 

Minibeast poems 

beside the 

seaside 

Transport 

poems 

Non fiction 

books 

Literacy  

Reading 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing 

Individual 

reading 

Phase 1 

Rhyme and 

alliteration 

games 

Start phase 2 

phonics 

HFW’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name writing 

All about me 

book 

Individual 

reading 

Introduce 

Guided reading 

Phase 2 

Linking sounds to 

letters. 

Hearing sounds 

in words 

HFW’S 

Blending and 

segmenting cvc 

words 

 

 

Name writing  

Christmas 

present lists 

Cards for 

Christmas 

Individual 

reading 

Guided reading 

Introduce 

Library 

Phase 3 

Hearing middle 

sound 

Hearing more 

complex 

diagraphs in 

words. 

 

 

 

Name writing 

Letter 

formation 

Gross and fine 

motor skills 

Individual 

reading 

Guided 

reading 

Phase 3 

Blending and 

segmenting 

more complex 

words 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name writing 

Letter 

formation 

Gross and fine 

motor skills 

Individual reading 

Guided reading 

Phase 3/ 4 

Blending and 

segmenting more 

complex words 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name Writing 

Letter formation 

Gross and fine 

motor skills 

Speech bubble 

Individual 

reading 

Guided reading 

Phase 3/ 4 

Blending and 

segmenting 

more complex 

words. 

Bringing skills 

together 

 

 

 

 

 

Name Writing 

Letter 

formation 

Gross and fine 

motor skills 



Shopping list 

for birthday 

party 

Ingredients for 

birthday cake 

Sequence 

making a cake 

Label body 

parts 

Letter 

formation 

Gross and fine 

motor skills 

Family trees 

Write about 

what they liked 

at school  

Letter formation 

Gross and fine 

motor skills  

Recipes 

Rhyming 

pairs/string 

Sequencing 

Diwali/Nativity 

Emergent 

writing 

Letters 

Wanted posters 

for wolf 

Speech bubbles 

Lists 

Write stories 

Sequence 

stories 

Instructions for 

making a house 

Label house 

Mother’s Day 

cards 

Holiday news 

Letters 

Speech 

bubbles 

Dictation 

using phonic 

knowledge 

Write letters 

to fire service 

etc 

Instructions 

of what to do 

if you are in 

trouble. 

Bean diary 

Labelling animals 

Instructions how 

to look after a 

plant  

Recount of trip 

to the zoo.  

Minibeast poems 

My Holiday 

Postcards 

Lists – what to 

pack on holiday 

Creative writing  

Labelling – types 

of transport 

My journey to 

school 

Transition into 

year 1 

Transport poem 

– rhyming words 

Dictation 

Mathematics 

Number  

SSM 

Incidental 

counting 

Ordering 

numbers 1 – 10 

and number 

recognition 

Counting out 

objects – 

comparing sets 

Counting to 10 

and beyond 

Estimating 

 repeating 

pattern 

Sorting/matchin

g 

2d shapes 

3D shapes 

Number 

recognition and 

ordering 0 – 20  

Tally chart of 

favourite 

porridge 

flavours 

More/less 

Addition 

calculations 5 

– 10 

practically 

show 

calculations 

Weighing 

heavy and 

light 

Additional and 

subtraction 

calculations to 10 

+ practically and 

begin to record 

Empty number 

lines to 20  

3D shape names 

Additional and 

subtraction 

calculations to 

20 + practically 

and record 

Empty number 

lines to 20 

+Number 

ordering 



2d shape people 

3d shape 

models 

Months of the 

year 

Days of the 

week  

Birthday tally 

chart 

Number mark 

making 

Number 

recognition and 

ordering 11 – 20 

More/less & 

associated 

language 

Number ordering  

Ordering 

size/weight of 

presents 

Money buying a 

present 

Ordinal numbers 

1st, 2nd, 3rd 

(positional 

language) 

Position e.g. 

below, on top etc 

Combine 2 

groups (early 

addition) 

Taking away 

The story of 

5/10 (number 

bonds) 

Length  

Height 

2d and 3d shape 

houses 

Positional 

language 

Money- buying a 

house to build a 

house.  

Practical Halving  

Practical 

Sharing  

Practical 

Doubling  

Comparing 

language 

Empty number 

lines to 20 

Positional 

language 

Ordinal 

numbers 

Take away –  

Addition –  

Tally chart  

Practical 

Halving  

Practical 

Sharing  

Practical 

Doubling 

Counting 

forwards and 

backwards to 

add and take 

away 

Sharing animals 

into fields 

Doubles to 5 

Counting 

forwards and 

backwards to 20  

Counting in 2’s  - 

feeding times 

Height of plants 

Time O’clock 

2D shape 

transport 

pictures 

Repeating 

patterns 

Labelling shapes 

and properties 

Sharing 

passengers on a 

bus 

Different types 

of counting in 

2’s etc 

 

Understandin

g the World 

Circle time – 

our families 

Our bodies 

Christmas  

Cookery old 

recipes/special 

Chinese New 

Year – 

traditional tale 

Texture – 

using sense – 

feely boxes 

Distinctions 

between animals 

and plants, alive 

and not alive 

How holidays 

have changed 

over the years, 



How we have 

changed 

Making 

birthday cakes 

Family history 

Simple family 

tree 

Free choice 

construction 

Split pin bodies 

Autumn 

Talk about the 

environment 

and how we 

need to look 

after 

Meet people 

that work 

around the 

school 

Calendar 

Computers – 

dress teddy 

Photograph our 

friends 

Listening area 

foods/healthy 

choices 

Harvest baskets 

Christingles 

Winter 

hibernation 

Computers – e – 

mail Santa 

Listening area 

Camera 

Video 

Dvd’s  

Sound boxes 

Easi – speak 

Bee bots 

Tales from 

around the 

world 

Mother’s Day 

Melting/freezin

g – changes of 

state 

Chinese lantern 

Construction 

houses 

Story games on 

computer 

Listening area 

Camera/dvds 

Sound boxes 

Easi – speak 

Bee bots – 

journey through 

the woods 

Exploring 

internet 

Listening area 

Camera 

Dvd 

Remote 

control cars 

Sound boxes 

Easi – speak 

Bee bots 

Biscuit 

investigation 

Different 

occupations – 

visitors in. 

Recycling 

Looking at animal 

habitats 

Seed growing 

Local 

environment – 

litter 

picking/recycling 

Paint programme 

on computers – 

minibeasts  

Photographing 

living things 

Videos 

Sound walk 

dictation 

Sound boxes 

Easi – speak 

Bee bots 

Where do we go 

on holiday 

Salt 

water/fresh 

water 

differences – 

creatures in 

them. 

Floating and 

sinking 

Computers  - 

PowerPoint 

presentations- 

holidays 

Camera 

Videos 

Dvds 

Sound boxes 

Easi – speak 

Bee bots 



Camera 

Videos 

Dvd’s 

Sound boxes 

Easi – speak 

Bee bots 

Expressive 

Arts and 

Design 

Charanga SOW 

Simple songs 

from memory 

Heads shoulder 

knees and toes 

Colour 

experimentatio

n 

Autumn leaves 

Free collage 

Marbling 

Junk modelling 

people 

Paint ourselves 

Large painting 

of a body 

Charanga SOW 

Simple songs 

from memory 

Christmas songs 

Nativity 

Pulse collage 

Archimbolo 

prints 

Fruit/Veg 

printing 

Split pin 

snowman 

Rangoli patterns 

Pumpkin tasting 

Witch hats 

Firework 

pictures 

Diva lamps 

Charanga SOW 

Musical 

instrument – 

sound pattern 

Colour mixing 

wall paper 

colours 

Wolf painting 

Mixed media 

Picnic blanket 

weaving 

Build up a 

picture 

Charanga 

SOW 

Movement to 

music 

Painting of 

different 

people who 

help us 

Junk 

modelling 

various 

emergency 

services 

Miss Polly in a 

Dolly add 

instruments 

 

 

Charanga SOW 

Musical 

instruments 

Movement to 

music 

Observational 

drawings/painting 

Still life paintings 

Diagrams 

Drawing of 

changes e.g. bean 

plant growth 

Pressed flower 

pictures 

Collage flowers 

Junk model 

animals 

Charanga SOW 

Musical 

instruments 

Movement to 

music 

Seaside 

pictures using 

sand and 

different media 

Wave patterns 

Light/dark 

shades of blue 

Using objects 

other than 

paintbrushes 

Ocean/transpor

t models 

Paper plate 

crabs 

 



Learning that leads to exceeding from spring term onwards 


