
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER DATE: Friday 1st October 2021 

TERM DATES: 

Thur 7 Oct—Special lunch menu 

(details to follow)  

Mon 11 Oct-Fri 14 Oct—Order pupil 

Christmas cards from FOB in play-

ground 

Fri 15th Oct—return flu vaccination 

forms by this day. 

Wed 20th Oct—Parents Evening— 

School closes at 2pm  

Monday 25th Oct—Fri 29th Oct—Half 

Term (school closed)  

Mon 1st Nov—Staff Training Day 

(children not in school)  and 1st instal-

ment for Year 6 residential due 

Tue 2nd Nov—Children return to 

school after half term  

Fri 5th Nov—Flu vaccination day  

Fri 10th Dec—Christmas Dinner & 

Christmas Jumper Day 

Fri 17th Dec—Last day of Autumn 

Term—school closes at 2pm  

Mon 20th Dec –Mon 3rd Jan 2022— 

School Christmas break (school closed)  

Tue 4th Jan 2022—Staff Training Day 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

We are now thoroughly immersed in the serious business of learning and 

our children never cease to amaze us with the joy and enthusiasm they 

continuously display in their approach to the challenges they are set - 

just take a look at the Twitter feed on our website if any evidence was 

needed. 

 

All year groups are currently busy embracing their boundless creativity in 

designing their very own Christmas cards which you will soon be able to 

order (details to follow) from Friends of Benhurst, our parents’             

association, in time for those all important festive wishes, whilst raising 

valuable funds for the school.  I met with FOB last week and they are 

planning some fantastic fun events, whilst continuing to respect Covid 

guidelines to keep everybody as safe as possible.  Take a look at the 

FOB article overleaf to see how you can get involved. It would be lovely 

to welcome more parents to our PTA! 

 

I’m also very excited that our Pupil Parliament and its eight sub-

committees are now elected and drawing up their manifesto for the year, 

giving more than 130 pupils from Year 1 to Year 6 the opportunity to 

communicate their opinions, exercise valuable life skills such as         

organisation and responsibility and be actively involved in the way that 

the school operates. Nowhere is their heartfelt compassion better 

demonstrated than in the unswerving commitment to choosing the    

charities they wish to support throughout the year and organising events 

to raise   money for them.  Look our for their very own newsletter which 

will be coming out at regular intervals. 

 

Meanwhile, with the support of the Trust, I have been exercising some 

courageous optimism myself by investigating options and costings to 

comprehensively upgrade the Early Years play area.  Plans are          

progressing nicely, together with finding ways to finance the project and I 

am confident that we will have a fantastic new outside play area for our 

youngest children in the not-too-distant future.   

 

In my first few weeks I have made great strides in discovering the        

individual potential of our amazing children and I have spoken to many 

groups and individuals who contribute so much to giving Benhurst its 

unique character.  I am so excited at what we can achieve together. 

 

Just a final reminder to get those flu vaccination consent forms returned 

to school by 15th October.  Let’s all keep safe and well. 

 

Ms A Larkman 

Headteacher 

 

Core Value of Half Term 1  

Justice  

Language of Half Term 1 

Spanish  

 

KS1 Attendance Trophy 1Mc 

KS2 Attendance Trophy 3B  

 

 

Courageous optimism  

Boundless creativity 

Heartfelt compassion 

‘Only my best is good enough for me’ 



 

 

Could your family be entitled to a Pupil Premium 
grant? 

All infant age children receive universal free school 
meals, regardless of family income.  However it is still 
worth notifying the borough if you meet certain       
income criteria, as the school will receive additional 
funding (Pupil Premium Grant) and you will receive 
extra support towards, for example, school trips and 
school uniform.   

It may be that your child(ren) is/are already in Years 3-
6 and your family income has suffered but you have 
not yet investigated your eligibility for the grant.  
Please take a look on the borough’s link below which 
gives more details and the opportunity to complete a 
very simple form for the borough to confirm whether or 
not you are eligible.  All information is handled in the 
strictest confidence. 

https://www.havering.gov.uk/info/20006/

schools_and_education/431/school_support  

On Thursday 23
rd

 September we were honoured to 
have been invited to be part of the SMART global 
#connectionsthatmatter initiative which launched in 
September 
2021 and 
will       con-
tinue 
throughout 
the new 
school year. 
SMART be-
lieve we  
exemplify 
the         
powerful 
notion of 
connections 
that are 
needed to 
continue to support learners, teachers, and families. 
Connections that matter are at the heart of what     
educators do every day. It was extremely exciting for 
our children to welcome Katie Novak and Louise 
Haines from SMART Technologies back to Benhurst 
together with their photographer and                       
videographer.  The children spoke fluently about 
Benhurst’s Core Values; they were delighted to      
interact with our visitors and showcase their          
learning.  We cannot wait to share the video link with 
you all once it is completed in October! 

CONTACT: 

Tel:  01708 

450807  
Email: office@benhurst.havering.sch.uk 

 
Twitter: @BenhurstPrimary 

Headteacher: Ms A Larkman 

On Wednesday 22nd      
September, Miss Bergasse 
hosted a Teacher Research 
Group as part of her work as 
a Maths Mastery Specialist 
with the London North East 
Maths Hub. We were 
pleased to welcome         
representatives from seven 
schools across Havering and 
Redbridge to Benhurst to 
discuss the teaching and 
learning of mathematics. A 
very special thank you to the 
children in 4B, who were 
thrilled to have their maths 
lesson in the hall that day. 
While they demonstrated all 

of our Core Values, their Respect, Wisdom and      
Responsibility particularly shone through.  

Friends of Benhurst Appeal 

 

Friends of Benhurst, the school’s parents’ teacher  
association are a group of parents who, with the    
support of the school, organise events and activities to 
raise funds for equipment and facilities to enhance the 
learning and environment of the children.  As I’m sure 
you can appreciate the last year has been incredibly 
hard in terms of fund raising because they have not 
been able to run any of the usual events.  They really 
need your help to make events bigger and better    
going forward.  Without your support and involvement, 
they will not be able to continue this good work that 
they enjoy.  Every little helps, so whether you can  
offer a little or a lot of your time and skills for          
upcoming events, FOB would love to know.  Look out 

for their news on how you can help for specific events, 
or email office@benhurst.havering.sch.uk if you would 
like us to pass on your details for more general help.  
They also have a Facebook page so please look out 
for any information there.   

 

‘Only my best is good enough for me’ 

Year 6 Residential—July 2022 

The Year 6 residential trip to Danbury is now on sQuid 

for payment of the first instalment by 1st November.  If 

you are eligible tor Pupil Premium, please email         

office@benhurst.havering.sch.uk to seek support       

towards payment of the instalments.  The Year 6       

residential is such a memorable occasion and we really 

don’t want any children to miss out! 

https://margaretting.essex.sch.uk/find-us/admin@margaretting.essex.sch.uk

