
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER DATE: 14th January 2022 

Twitter:@BenhurstPrimary 

TERM DATES: 

Thurs 20 Jan—Special Census Day 

School Lunch Menu (emailed previously) 

w/b 7 Feb—Children’s  Mental Health 

Week 

Tues 8 Feb—Safer Internet Day 

Thur 10 Feb—Spellathon Day (see letter 

on website previously emailed) 

Fri 11 Feb—Staff INSET Day—school 

closed to children 

Mon 14 Feb to Fri 18 Feb—School closed 

for half term 

Mon 21 Feb—children return to school  

Dear Parents/Carers,  

A big welcome back to everybody following the Christmas break.  I know that 
it was not the break that some had hoped for due to Covid infections, but I 
have been encouraged by the vast majority of children who have returned to 
school, fit and raring to go!  Take a look at the amount of learning that the 
children have already covered on page 2.  Understandable concerns remain 
about the spread of Covid 19, but be assured that we continue to prioritise 
the safety of our children and minimise infection within the guidelines of  
government advice which, as you are aware, can change with little notice.  
We have postponed many of our hoped for visits and visitors, so the notable 
term dates in the box to the right looks a little sparse, but we have a number 
of exciting events planned for later in the year. We have finalised term dates 
for 2022/2023, which can be found on our school website and have also been 
emailed to you this week so that you can start planning those longed-for  
holidays—during the school breaks, please! 

We are excited to welcome a new addition to the Benhurst community 
starting from next week. Russett the dog will be joining us on a trial basis for 
the rest of the school year. Elm Park Primary School, our neighbouring school, 
has recently adopted a school dog and received a Good Ofsted last term. A 
full risk assessment is in place including training for staff and pupils from The 
Dogs Trust.  

Since returning from Christmas, we have received further pleas from our 
neighbours regarding discourteous parking.  A number of our neighbours 
report this to the council and request that we do the same. Could you please 
bear this in  mind if you bring your children to school by car.   

A reminder that the Trust appoints 
local governors to support strategic 
oversight of the school.  They have 
individual roles, linked to one of the 
Trust’s Healthchecks and collectively 
monitor the school development plan 
and stakeholder feedback.  Pen      
portraits for each Governor are on our 
website.  

As we continue to ensure the school is well ventilated in line with COVID   
regulations this means the school building can be cool at times during the 
day. Please can we remind you to ensure your child comes in with a warm 
coat and a sweatshirt during the winter period in particular for outside break-
times. 

An up-to-date schedule of the after school clubs for this term was emailed 
yesterday.  All clubs are currently full, but if you would like your child to be 
placed on any of the waiting lists please call the office. 

I hope you have a lovely weekend! 

Alice Larkman 

 

KS1 Attendance Trophy  

Well done to 2B for a fantastic 

98.6% 

KS2 Attendance Trophy  

Well done to 5G for a massive 

99% 

Language of the Half Term is 

MANDARIN CHINESE 
 

Courageous optimism  

Boundless creativity 

Heartfelt compassion 

‘Only my best is good enough for me’ 



 

 

YEAR R 

Reception have launched straight 
into their new topic Starry Night 
with an alien crash landing that 
was spotted on the school field! 
The children enjoyed investigating 
and identifying which objects 
were magnetic and not. Year 5 
visited us and shared the wisdom 
and knowledge they learnt in 
their topic last half term. 

YEAR 3           Since returning after Christmas,  we have 
produced some fantastic writing based on The True Story 

of the Three Little Pigs and have 
dived head first into our new 
topic ‘Rocks, Relics and Rum-
bles’. In our Conductive Music 
workshop, we, explored making 
music using laptops and various 
electricity conductors. The chil-
dren enjoyed this and were 
very interested in what items 
conduct electricity!  

YEAR 1 

This term in art, Year 1 are       
looking at the four seasons and 
different types of weather.  

This week we used a variety of     
objects to create some weather 
symbols. The children had lots of 
fun being very creative with the 
different resources! 

YEAR 4     Year 4 have started off the year investigating 
solids, liquids and gases in Science. We 
looked at different materials and what 
properties they have to sort them into 
their states of 
matter. Year 4 
are also starting 
our new topic 
'Misty Mountain  

Winding River' where we will be 
learning all about the water cycle 
journey.  

 

‘Only my best is good enough for me’ 

YEAR 6 

Year 6 have settled back into the new year with a new   
novel to read  - 'Orphans of the Tide.' The first chapter  
already has our attention as there is a whale stuck on a 
rooftop with a boy trapped inside! In our new topic of   
frozen kingdom, children created news reports on what life 
is like in the Arctic/Antarctic. In Maths, we’re now          
converting from fractions to decimals and in PE we can 
already see some new talent emerging on the tennis     

circuit. Fingers crossed for a future Wimbledon champion!  

YEAR 5    We have found out about the importance of 
blubber for penguins and how they 
use this to keep them warm during 
the extreme temperatures. We 
have also been practising our     
fraction knowledge and have been 
comparing and ordering fractions 
with different denominators. As 
part of our Humanities learning, we 
have started to find out about the 
‘Groundbreaking Greeks’. 

YEAR 2 

In History, our Year 2 topic is  'Magnificanet 

Monarchs' .  We will be  learning about kings 

and queens through history.   Do you know 

who these monarchs are and what makes 

them magnificent? 


