
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER DATE: 11th February 2022 

Twitter:@BenhurstPrimary 

TERM DATES: 

Fri 11 Feb—Staff INSET Day—school 
closed to children 

Mon 14 Feb to Fri 18 Feb—School closed 
for half term 

Mon 21 Feb—children return to school  

after half term 

Wed 23 Feb—Year 2 Magnificent       
Monarchs Dress Up Day (date changed 
from letter dated 2 Feb on school web-
site) 

Mon 28 Feb—Year R Travelling Natural 
History Museum Dinosaur Workshop 
(letter dated 28 Jan on school website) 

Thur 3 Mar—World Book Day (more infor-
mation to follow) 

Thur 10th March—Parents Evening—
school closes  at 2pm (letter dated 3 Feb 
on school website) 

Fri 11 Mar—Year 4 church visit 

w/b 28 Mar—Cultural Week (more       
information to follow) 

Fri 1 Apr—Last day of Spring Term 
school closes at 2pm. 

Mon 4—Mon 18 Apr inclusive—Easter 
break 

Tues 19 Apr—children return to school 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

How can we already be halfway through the school year?  It is very 
true that time flies when you’re having fun and there is a lot of fun    
included in our learning as you will see from the variety of activities 
that the children have been involved in on page 2. 

Yesterday was a particularly fun day to end the half term on.  Not only 
did the children do exceptionally well in spelling their words for the 
Spellathon, but, in doing so, they raised a massive £1,444 (and 
counting) which will all go towards further facilities for the children. 
Our own Pupil Parliament have a major influence on how they would 
like to see this money spent, so stay tuned! 

You will be able to book your parents evening slots for Thursday 10th-
March from 9am on Monday 21st February—please refer to the letter 
on the website dated 3rd February and make sure you take the       
opportunity to speak to your child’s class teacher about their progress.  
Also, don’t forget that the school will close at 2pm on the day of     
parents’ evening. 

All before and after school sports clubs continue after half term as 
they have done since returning from the Christmas break, with the 
same year groups on the same days from Monday 21st February.  This 
situation will be reviewed at Easter as we regularly decide on how we 
can fund the provision.  We will give you plenty of notice of any  
changes which may be taking place after Easter.   Year 4 swimming will 
also resume on the first week back after half term. 

We continue to review our activities and plans in the light of           
Government guidance with regard to Covid and I am very hopeful that 
we can gradually start to open up to visitors and have more trips off of 
the school site in the near future.  We will be looking at the possibility 
of very local trips to begin with and see how we can expand from 
there.  In the meantime, make sure that you check out the dates in the 
yellow box on this page to see what is coming up.  I’m very mindful of 
the way our school community has soldiered through the last few 
weeks and I am particularly proud of the fantastic attendance          
percentages during the past two weeks.  Well done everybody.  
You’ve illustrated so many of our core values. 

I wish you a very well deserved break during half term and look        
forward to returning on Monday, 21st February. 

 

Alice Larkman 

 

KS1 Attendance Trophy  

Well done to 2H an  excellent 

 98.8% 

KS2 Attendance Trophy  

Well done to 5G Outstanding! 

99.6% 

Language of the month is 

FRENCH 

 

Courageous optimism  

Boundless creativity 

Heartfelt compassion 

‘Only my best is good enough for me’ 



 

 

 

Last week, Reception were 
learning about Chinese New 
Year. They learnt about Lunar 
New Year traditions and made 
fantastic lanterns and Chinese 
dragons.  
 
This year is the year of the 

tiger 

In our Children’s Mental Health 
Week, our focus for the week 
has been 'growing together’, 
looking at how we all grow 
emotionally and raising    
awareness of the importance 
of mental health.  Yoga,    
mindfulness, walking, and 
dance are some of the         
activities the children have 
been enjoying across the 
week.  

Havering Sports Collective is a network of primary and  
secondary schools in the borough of Havering, hosted by 
the School Games Organisers, to provide opportunities for 
young people to embrace sport and physical activity.  Staff 
at Benhurst aim to include pupils in as many events as pos-
sible in the Sports Collective’s packed annual programme. 

This week, pupils from Year 1—6 have been enjoying skip-
ping activities, which has dovetailed nicely with our mental 
health week where we learned that physical activity is so 
important to our mental health.  Children have also put 
their minds to inventing skipping rope which will be fit for 
use in a 1,000 years time!  How creative is that?! 

We are really excited to have taken possession of a whole 
batch of ukuleles.  This has become really popular instru-
ment to introduce children to playing music.  A ukulele 
teacher will be visiting us weekly from the Wednesday 

after half term to give 8 weeks 
of introductory lessons to Year 3 
pupils and, following that, Year 
4 will get 8 weeks of lessons.  
Hopefully we will soon be    
hearing sweet music and      
discovering our talented       
musicians of the future. 

 

‘Only my best is good enough for me’ 

Year 5 have been learning about 
the Hindu festival, ‘Holi’, the    
stories behind it and how it            
celebrates the arrival of spring 
(hooray!) and the end of the    
winter. During one of the lessons, 
the children found that people 
throw coloured  powders and  
water at each other during the 
celebrations, so they spent time 

outside using ‘splatter painting’ to decorate their outlines 
to symbolise this. 

Children from each of the Trusts Primary Schools visited 
Benhurst on Tuesday, the children worked together on a 
wellbeing lesson learning linked to the Trusts 
ethos, mission and beliefs. They used technology to share 
how they show courageous optimism, boundless creativity 
and heartfelt compassion in their daily lives. The children 
were interviewed by SMART   
Technologies whilst working     
together; one child from the                      
rural primaries expressed that this 
was the best learning he had ever 
done in his life! 

Safer Internet Day is celebrated globally in February each year to promote the safe and positive use of digital technology 
for children and young people, and to inspire a national conversation about using technology responsibly, respectfully, 
critically, and creatively. Safer Internet Day was celebrated this year with the theme ‘All fun and games? Many different 
activities took place across the school, we just need to remember that everyday is really safer internet day!  Advice for 
parents and carers can be found at https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022/advice-for-
parents-and-carers Try the quizzes on https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ to see how much you know about internet       
safety!  Remember always check the Pegi ratings—they are there for a very important reason! 

 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022/advice-for-parents-and-carers
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022/advice-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

