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Pupil premium strategy statement  
This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium) 

funding to help improve the attainment of our disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this 

academic year and the outcomes for disadvantaged pupils last academic year. 

School overview 
Detail  Data 

Number of pupils in school  418 

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 15% 

Academic year/years that our current pupil 

premium strategy plan covers (3 year plans are 

recommended) 

2022 - 2023 

Date this statement was published 31st December 2022 

Date on which it will be reviewed October 2023 

Statement authorised by Alice Larkman 

Pupil premium lead Kate Garratty/Katherine 

Hart 

Governor / Trustee lead Bev Mills 

Funding overview 
Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £102, 435 

Recovery premium funding allocation this academic 

year 

£ 10,295 

Pupil premium (and recovery premium*) funding carried 

forward from previous years (enter £0 if not 

applicable) 

*Recovery premium received in academic year 2021 to 

2022 can be carried forward to academic year 2022 to 

2023. Recovery premium received in academic year 

2022 to 2023 cannot be carried forward to 2023 to 

2024.  

£0 

Total budget for this academic year 

If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this 

funding, state the amount available to your school this 

academic year 

£112,730 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

At Benhurst Primary School, we recognise that disadvantaged children can face a wide 

range of barriers which may impact on their learning.  

Common barriers to learning for our disadvantaged pupils include: 

➢ Specific gaps in prior learning  

➢ Poor retention of knowledge and application of skills 

➢ Negative learner behaviours  

➢ Lack of parental support  

➢ Low attendance 

Irrespective of these or other barriers our disadvantaged pupils may face, our intention 

is that they attain as well as their non – disadvantaged peers and make good progress. We 

believe that with the correct support all pupils can achieve their full potential to enable 

them to become active, socially responsible citizens of the future.  

In order to achieve our objectives and overcome identified barriers to learning we will: 

➢ Provide all teachers with high quality CPD to ensure that pupils access effective 

quality first teaching  

➢ Closely monitor the attainment and progress of our disadvantaged pupils to ensure 

that provision is in line with their identified needs  

➢ Provide targeted intervention and support to quickly address identified gaps in 

learning  

➢ Target funding to ensure that all pupils have access to school uniform, trips, 

residentials and first-hand learning experiences 

➢ Provide opportunities for all pupils to participate in enrichment activities including 

music  

➢ Provide appropriate nurture support to enable pupils to access learning within and 

beyond the classroom. 

     Our strategy is also integral to ongoing wider school plans for education recovery 

including targeted intervention support for pupils who need it most, including non-

disadvantaged pupils. 
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Challenges 

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our 

disadvantaged pupils. 

Challenge 

number 

Detail of challenge  

1 Discussions with pupils, observations and assessments all suggest that 

disadvantaged pupils generally have greater difficulties with retention of 

knowledge and application of skills. This leads to specific gaps in prior 

learning in English and Maths. This is particularly evident in those pupils 

with additional SEND needs.  

2 Discussions with pupils and families indicate that the education and 

wellbeing of many of our disadvantaged pupils continues to be affected by 

the impact of the partial school closures during the COVID-19 pandemic, 

and to a greater extent than for other pupils. These findings are 

evidenced by assessments and observations and are supported by national 

studies.  

This has resulted in significant knowledge gaps leading to pupils falling 

further behind age-related expectations, especially in reading, writing and 

maths. 

3 Parental support/engagement can be inconsistent which further adds to 

the significant attainment gap. This is particularly evident in the area of 

Reading.  

4 Attendance data for our pupils in receipt of the Pupil Premium Grant 

shows that there is a gap between those in receipt and others. Punctuality 

also demonstrates a gap between the 2 groups.   

5 Discussions with pupils and families indicate that our pupils in receipt of 

the Pupil Premium Grant have had fewer enrichment opportunities outside 

of the school setting. This often leads to fewer life experiences which 

prevents pupils from drawing upon these and making links to their learning.   

6 Observations, discussions and tracking suggests our pupils in receipt of 

the Pupil Premium Grant generally have more negative behaviours recorded 

than others.  
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Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy 

plan, and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 

Intended outcome Success criteria 

The gap between disadvantaged pupils and their peers 

will narrow.  

 

 

At the end of the academic year, the attainment 

gap between PP and Non –PP pupils to close.  

Disadvantaged pupils to make accelerated progress 

in the subjects where gaps are evident.  

Disadvantaged pupils to achieve combined ARE at 

broadly in line with that of their peers.  

Disadvantaged pupils will develop strategies for re-

taining key facts and applying these to pieces of writ-

ing, reasoning and comprehension questions.  

 

Attainment on end of year and end of Key Stage 

tests to improve for disadvantaged pupils.  

 

Parents more empowered to support children’s 

learning across the curriculum  

Parent survey feedback demonstrates greater confi-

dence and positivity towards their child’s learning.  

Parents more confident to support their children 

with their home learning including reading, spellings 

and arithmetic homework.  

Parents gain confidence in discussing and supporting 

their child’s learning. 

Children are provided with opportunities to address 

external emotional factors to prevent them affecting 

their learning.   

 

 

Disadvantaged pupils to be able to use the tools to 

overcome external challenges.  

Disadvantaged pupils to be able to focus on their 

learning without being distracted by external 

challenges. 

Disadvantaged pupils regularly and promptly attend 

school to enable them to access the provision made 

for them.  

 

The attendance of disadvantaged pupils to be 

broadly in line with national figures.  

Pupils to get a range of enrichment opportunities from 

across our curriculum. This will include trips and work-

shops every half term to enrich all our curriculum ar-

eas including art galleries, places of worship and a 

range of sporting competitions.  

Disadvantaged pupils to have extended life 

experiences, which will support with our PP pupils 

metacognition by supporting with making better 

links across learning experiences. 
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Activity in this academic year 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium) 

funding this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 

Budgeted cost: £18,156 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 

number(s) 

addressed 

Additional Class 

Teacher (Part time) 
Reduced class sizes in Year 6 which will enable gaps in 

knowledge to be filled more effectively and efficiently. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-

evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/reducing-class-size  

1,2,6 

Staff CPD    Staff training opportunities around strategies for closing 

the gap between disadvantaged pupils and their peers.  

All 

 

Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one 

support, structured interventions)  

Budgeted cost: £34,000 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 

number(s) 

addressed 

TA support provided 

in all year groups to 

work 

Disadvantaged pupils will have additional adult support in 

class at the point of quality first teaching.  

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-

evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/teaching-assistant-

interventions  

 

1,2,6 

Year 6 booster 

classes  

Class teachers are best – placed to lead small group 

interventions and work to close the gap between 

disadvantaged pupils and their peers.   

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-

evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition  

1,2,6 

Maths No Problem  Maths scheme of learning which has already had a 

positive impact on Maths attainment across the school. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-

evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/mastery-learning  

1,2,6 

 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/reducing-class-size
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/reducing-class-size
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/teaching-assistant-interventions
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/teaching-assistant-interventions
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/teaching-assistant-interventions
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/mastery-learning
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/mastery-learning
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Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, 

wellbeing) 

Budgeted cost: £60,574 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 

number(s) 

addressed 

Personalised ELSA 

sessions to support 

the emotional 

wellbeing of pupils 

Identified children know they have an allocated slot to 

support their mental health. This support enables 

children to access learning which leads to increased 

academic outcomes. 

1, 2, 4, 6 

Unlocking Potential 

Therapy 

Identified children know they have access to the 

Unlocking Potential therapist who will support children 

through the difficulties they face. This therapy supports 

academic outcomes.  

1, 2, 4, 6 

School uniform 

provided for families 

most in need.   

Pupils will feel part of the school community and ready to 

learn.  

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-

evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/school-uniform  

3,4, 

Breakfast Club A breakfast club specifically for vulnerable pupils. This 

will ensure that pupils are ready to learn at the start of 

the school day.  

All 

School trips and 

residential visits  

All pupils will be able to access school trips and 

residential visits which will provide enrichment 

opportunities and enhance the Cultural Capital of 

disadvantaged pupils.  

3, 4, 5, 6 

Curriculum 

Enrichment 

All pupils will be able to access enrichment opportunities 

and enhance the Cultural Capital of disadvantaged pupils. 

All 

 

Total budgeted cost: £112,730 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/school-uniform
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/school-uniform
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Part B: Review of the previous academic year 

Outcomes for disadvantaged pupils 

Pupils in receipt of the pupil premium grant at Benhurst attained well and broadly in line with the national 

average for PPG Pupils at the end of Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 1.  

Pupils receiving Pupil Premium Grant assessment data at the end of KS2 (July 2022) 

ARE National 

ARE+ 

Benhurst 

ARE+ 

National 

PPG 

ARE+ 

Benhurst 

PPG 

ARE+ 

National 

Non PPG 

ARE+ 

Benhurst 

Non PPG 

ARE+ 

Reading 75% 81% 62% 63% 80% 88% 

Writing 69% 83% 55% 56% 75% 93% 

Maths 71% 81% 56% 58% 78% 91% 

Comb 59% 78% 43% 56% 66% 88% 

 

GDS National 

GDS 

Benhurst 

GDS 

National 

PPG 

GDS 

Benhurst 

PPG 

GDS 

National 

Non PPG 

GDS 

Benhurst 

Non PPG 

GDS 

Reading 28% 42% - 19% - 55% 

Writing 23% 36% - 19% - 45% 

Maths 13% 41% - 5% - 53% 

Comb 7% 26% 3% 6% 9% 35% 

 

Pupils receiving Pupil Premium Grant assessment data at the end of Key Stage 1 (July 2022): 

ARE National 

ARE+ 

Benhurst 

ARE+ 

National 

PPG 

ARE+ 

Benhurst 

PPG 

ARE+ 

National 

Non PPG 

ARE+ 

Benhurst 

Non PPG 

ARE+ 

Reading 67% 87% 51% 56% 72% 90% 

Writing 68% 77% 41% 44% 63% 81% 

Maths 58% 88% 52% 44% 73% 94% 

Comb - 73% - 33% - 79% 
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Throughout the year, emphasis was placed upon teacher CPD to ensure PP pupils receive the best possible 

teaching and learning opportunities. CPD sessions have focussed on strategies to close the gap, with a focus on 

consciously biasing our pupils in receipt of PPG. 

Our intended outcomes were: 

• To close the gap between disadvantaged pupils and their peers would close.  

o This was an ambitious target and in some year groups the gap did narrow however in other 

year groups, due to the additional needs identified, this was not consistently achieved. 

• Disadvantaged pupils will develop strategies for retaining key facts and applying these to pieces of 

writing, reasoning and comprehension questions.  

o Our pupils in receipt of PPG, in our Year 6 cohort, attained well above national for ARE and 

GDS and broadly in line with all pupils combined nationally. 

• Parents feel included in their child’s learning and have a good understanding of how to support their 

child at home. 

o We launched the Reading Road Map for pupils and have seen a significant increase in the 

number of pupils, including those in receipt of PPG, reading with their parents regularly. 

o We created videos and invited parents in to support with early reading and received positive 

feedback and have seen the impact in our pupils’ attainment. 

• Children are provided with opportunities to address external emotional factors to prevent them 

affecting their learning. 

o We introduced additional roles within the school to support our pupils and families with their 

emotional wellbeing needs. Through early identification and providing targeted support and 

intervention pupils are attaining well with fewer negative behaviour incidents observed. 

• Disadvantaged pupils regularly attend school to enable them to access the provision made for them. 

o Attendance for our pupils in receipt of PPG is an area of focus for 2022-23. However, in the 

summer term we set up a Breakfast Club specifically targeting our PPG pupils to start the 

day off positively at school and has had a significant improvement in our PPG PA attendance. 

Externally provided programmes 

Please include the names of any non-DfE programmes that you purchased in the 

previous academic year. This will help the Department for Education identify which 

ones are popular in England 

Programme Provider 

3D PSHE Dimensions Curriculum 

The Write Stuff The Training Space 

Maths No Problem! Maths No Problem! 

Cornerstones Cornerstones Education 

 

 


