
 

NEWSLETTER DATE: 20th January 2023 

TERM DATES: 

Spring term 

9th January 2023‐31st March 2023 

Half term 13th February– 17th February   

 

Courageous op mism  

Boundless crea vity 

Hear elt compassion 

‘Only my best is good enough for me’ 

Events/Trips 

Year 5 trip to Gurdwara Karamsar 7th February 

Year 3 trip to Bri sh Museum 8th February   

School nurse drop in session  8th February 

2.30pm‐3.30pm 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

What a chilly week we have had this week, which has meant some beau ful skies that 
I hope you have had the opportunity to appreciate! As the winter con nues to be 
rather chilly, please can I encourage you to ensure all pupils come dressed for the 
season with warm coats, that can be done up, as well as hats, gloves and scarves. A 
reminder that pupils can wear a black tracksuit for PE to keep warm during these  
chilly months.  

It has been another exci ng week at Benhurst, with lots going on! Year 3 have been 
enjoying their first experience of Forest School, this half 
term, and been thoroughly enjoying themselves. It has been 
wonderful to see how the pupils at Benhurst have embraced 
learning in a exploratory way by using what can be found in 
nature. I have been so impressed with our pupils crea vity, 
and Russe  has loved ge ng his paws muddy too! We are 
always looking for materials to further develop our Benhurst 
Forest School, with details on specific items we are looking 
for on the back of the newsle er. All dona ons are gratefully received! 

We welcomed the Havering Road Safety team to lead a very fun and informa ve   
assembly for our Year 1 & 2 pupils. There was singing, dancing and lots of learning 
about how to stay safe around roads.  

The Sheehan Superstars took part in a Mul ‐Sports fes val, where they joined 2 other 
schools in developing their skills in a range of ac vi es. Next week we look forward to 

our Panathlon team represen ng Benhurst at the YMCA so keep tuned for more. 

On Monday 30th January we look forward to welcoming you in for our second Coffee 
Morning, with a focus on Wellbeing. On Friday 27th January it is Parent’s Mental 
Health Day. With the current economic climate being par cularly challenging for 
many families I wanted to share a link to an online webinar to support with parent/
carers wellbeing taking place at 7pm on Thursday 26th January.  

h ps://stem4.org.uk/parentmentalhealthday/  

Finally the walk to school badges have arrived! We will be relaunching the walk to 
school tracker in our classrooms from 1st February. Each pupil 
will log how they come to school each morning and if they are 
walking (or cycling/scoo ng) to school each morning, they will 
receive a badge at the end of the month to wear with pride!    
We are excited to announce that we have won a grant to build 
addi onal scooter and cycle parking in the KS2 playground, which 
will help our walk to school relaunch, crea ng more shelter for 
ourselves as well as for our bikes and scooters!   

To all our families celebra ng the Chinese New Year, I want 
to wish you all a very happy year of the rabbit! 

I hope you have a lovely weekend! 

Alice Larkman 

A endance Trophy Winners              

KS1 winners are 

Year 1 Dormouse 

99.2% 

KS2 winners are 

Year 6 Kestrel 

98.4% 

 

No ce 

From this term we will be sending all 
communica on via email, reducing the 
number of text messages being sent. 
Text messages will be reserved for    
urgent messages only.  

Please ensure you check your emails 
regularly to ensure you receive all the 
necessary updates. If your email address 
has changed please inform the office. 
Copies of any le ers can be found on the 
school website as well as inside the main 
office foyer. 

Reminders 

Office hours 8.30am‐4pm 

Drop offs between 11.45am‐1.45pm 

If your child is in Recep on and is due to turn 5 
and you would like them to keep receiving milk, 
please register directly on www.coolmilk.com   



 

         ‘Only my best is good enough for me’ 

Recep on  
Recep on have con nued to enjoy learning about 
space and why it gets dark at night. We have been 
using our phonic knowledge to write facts about 
night and learnt about how the Earth orbits the 
sun. We discovered that Van Gogh painted Starry 
Night and used different brush strokes to create 
our own masterpiece. This week in phonics we 
have learnt the new sounds 'sh', 'th', 'ng' and 'nk.  

Courageous op mism  

Boundless crea vity 

Hear elt compassion 

Year 4 

Year 4 have enjoyed learning more about the Anglo Saxons. In History, we 
have been learning about how many place names were created by the 
Anglo Saxons, such as 'Oxford' being a place for Oxen to cross the river. 
We deduced that Romford must mean a crossing of the River Rom! Our 
whole class reading book: 'Anglo Saxon Boy' is also giving us a good insight 
into what life was like. We can't wait for our Anglo Saxon experience day! 

 

Year 3 

This week, Year 3 have con nued with their wri ng of 
a diary entry about a Roman gladiator fight. In Maths, 
they have been working hard on mul plying and   
dividing 2‐digit numbers using a variety of             
strategies. During our History learning, they have 
used devices and books to research Julius Caesar and 
created their own informa on page using the informa on they found. 

In    Science they have been learning all about fric onal forces. On top 

of all of that, they are very excited to con nue with their Forest School 
learning.. 

Year 6 

Year 6 have been working hard mul plying and dividing decimals by 
whole numbers in maths this week. In science, the children have been 
looking at how living things adapt to their environment and in PE the hunt 
for a new Wimbledon champion has commenced with our first tennis 
lesson. 

Year 2 

This week, the children have been immersed in a 
range of books to support their wri ng. They 
have worked hard to explore the rela onship be‐
tween the Wolf and Li le Red Reading Hood as 
well as taking care to describe books us‐
ing personifica on. In       Mathema cs, we have 
begun to inves gate length.  We have spent a lot 
of me measuring items using metres and cen ‐
metres.  In Science, we have been  researching 
different life cycles and in gymnas cs we have 
worked hard to sequence rou nes. 

Year 1 

This week in Year 1 we have con nued our learning 
about toys. In English, we explored a range of old and 
new computer games and gathered adjec ves to    
describe them. In History, we learned about decades 
and toys that were sold in the last six decades and in DT 
we  designed our roly poly toy, which we will be making 
next week. Finally, on  Wednesday the children had a      
fantas c visit from Peli and Zebe as part of their road 
safety performance! The children learnt lots about how 
to stay safe around roads. 

Year 5 

This week in Year 5 we have been inves ga ng suitable 
materials for a lunchbox, to ensure they are thermal    
insulators rather than thermal conductors. We have also 
been learning more about the Tudors and all of Henry VIII 
wives. Finally, in Maths we have started a new topic of 
frac ons and in English we are crea ng some amazing 

sentences based on our book 'The Explorer.' 

Parent Partnership 

We are very much looking forward to our next Parent and Carer coffee morning on Monday 30th January from 9‐10am.  
Ms Fisher and Mrs Evans will be sharing informa on about how to support with child wellbeing, followed by an             
opportunity to talk to the Benhurst team as well as other parents over a cup of tea and biscuits! The coffee morning will be 
a ended by FOB and Super Star Sports. Please let us know if you can a end using  h ps://forms.gle/H1eg2YCB75nbZ3WJ9
 We look forward to seeing you there! 

Forest School 

We are constantly developing our 
Forest School site in school and 
are currently looking for: branches 
and logs of varying size, woodland 
small parts (such as conkers and 
acorns) and utensils and kitchen 
pans. If you have something which 
you think may be suitable, please 
drop it off at the office or to Miss 
Gregory in Year 4.  

 


